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Director’s Note

There is something gripping about Craig Davidson’s short story collection “Rust and Bone”, a depiction of a 
dodgy, modern world in which individual lives and simple destinies are blown out of all proportion by drama 
and accident. They offer a vision of the United States as a rational universe in which the physical needs to fight 
to find its place and to escape what fate has in store for it. 
 
Ali and Stephanie, our two characters, do not appear in the short stories, and Craig Davidson’s collection 
already seems to belong to the prehistory of the project, but the power and brutality of the tale, our desire to 
use drama, indeed melodrama, to magnify their characters all have their immediate source in those stories.
From the very beginning of our work adapting it, we were focused on a kind of cinematography that, for want 
of a better word, we called ‘expressionist”. We wanted the power of stark, brutal and contrasting images in 
order to further the melodrama: the aesthetics of the Great Depression, of county-fair films whose bizarre 
visual work sublimates the dark reality of a world in which God “vomits the lukewarm”.

It is that kind of aesthetic that constantly guided us as we worked on the screenplay. It sustains a love story that 
is the true hero of the film. It shows the world though the eyes of a confused child. It underscores the nobleness 
of our characters in a world made violent by economic disaster. And it respects Ali and Stephanie’s stubborn 
attempts to escape their condition.

Jacques Audiard and Thomas Bidegain



Synopsis

It all begins in the North of France.

Ali suddenly finds himself with a five year-old child on his hands. Sam is his son, but he hardly knows him. 
Homeless, penniless and friendless, Ali takes refuge with his sister in Antibes. There things improve immedia-
tely. She puts them up in her garage, she takes the child under her wing and the weather is glorious. 

Ali first runs into Stephanie during a night club brawl. He drives her home and leaves her his phone number. 
He is poor, she is beautiful and self-assured.

Stephanie trains killer whales at Marineland. When a performance ends in tragedy, a call in the night again 
brings them together.  

When Ali sees her next, his princess is confined to a wheel chair: she has lost her legs and quite a few illusions. 
He simply helps her, with no compassion or pity. And she comes alive again.
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