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«Nomadic Childhood» tells three stories in which children are the main characters. Each story
is complementary to the two others and they are all linked by the same continuity that exists
between those people living in the same world of Asian steppes.
In each story children are at a critical moment of their lives. They are caught in the cycle of
life and death and they respond to the forthcoming destiny. The ﬁlm completely accepts their point of
view, and little by little spectators discover their desire, their belief and imagination... The steppe becomes
a land full of spirits, music, games, improvisation. At the moment of choice some people appeal to their
internal vital forces, others are subject to dangerous temptations...
***

Most of nomad people have seen their traditional world inexorably disappearing. They have come
to understand that their children won’t be able to go on their traditional way of life and are
confused in front of drastic changes when comes the time to make a choice : should they send
their children to school, sell their herds, buy lands and live in a city ? Once became part of the city
society, they still have huge diﬃculties in accepting ﬁxed time- tables and accumulating goods. But
their children have their future ahead of them : will they retain something from their heritage and
their traditions or renounce their past?
«Nomadic Childhoods» is a portrait of Asian nomadic societies in Tibet, Mongolia and Siberia.
Above all this ﬁlm is a series of adventures in a very actual world. Children are forced to live like
modern citizens but in the same time they discover their nomadic identity. These stories express
their love of nature and huge landscapes, a very particu- liar way of conceiving time and what we
are mostly concerned about : their absolute thirst for freedom.
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In the middle of breath-taking landscapes in Central Asia, children ﬁll a hostile world
with their wishes and their dreams. Amraa, the Mongolian herder; Apo, the Siberian
baby; and Lhamo, the young Tibetan girl, all share the same destiny: like their own
people, they arrive at major cross- roads in their lives, when they are confronted by
love, danger and death.
TIBET - «The death of Lhamo»
Lhamo is a young Tibetan girl living with her parents on a remote Tibetan plateau. Under the
pressure of the communist government, she is sent to a village school where she lives a violent
experience through the lessons of a teacher obsessed by cleanliness, respect and order. Returning
to her family, Lhamo’s behavior becomes strange...
SIBERIA - «The name of Apo»
In the north of Siberia an Even village is visited by a administrator from the city. He veriﬁes identiﬁcation records and notices that a new-born baby hasn’t got any name. The very young mother is
called at the village. But on her way on the frozen river she loses her baby in the snow. The destiny
of the child now depends on reindeers breeders, the only inhabitants of iced taïga...
MONGOLIA - «Love nests»
Amraa and Chimge meet each other at noon in Oulan-Bator’s suburbs. The couple of young lovers
is looking for a quiet place to make love. But that’s not so easy when you are surrounded by
friends, families and many other people... Especially when a bit of misfortune comes in addition !
In that crazy town everything is more complicated than in the wild nature...

CAST & CREW

The original aspect of «Nomadic Childhoods» consists in the participation of
real nomads in every part of the project. A
group of families follows the shooting and
actively participate in the ﬁlming process,
playing roles very close to their daily life.
Their unique experience lets them modify
the mise-en-scène and dialogues. They also
participate in the search of locations, decoration, costumes and accessories.
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DIRECTOR / CHRIS BOULA

Chris Boula ﬁrst worked as a documentary director with diﬀerent TV channels such as France
Télévisions, Arte, Mezzo, Canal+, France Ô, and TV5. In 2008, he directed a docu-drama about
Buddha’s life. He is presently concentrating on writing and directing feature movies. His short
‘‘Child of yak’’ was selected in more than 20 international festivals around the world and received several prizes.
FILMOGRAPHY
«Child of Yak», short movie - 27’, ARTE France. National Competition Clermont-Ferrand Festival 2011. PRIZES: Aix / Grimstadt / Festroia / Cinextur...
« l’Infedelta Delusa », Opera Haydn 105’, 60th Aix-en-Provence festival, MEZZO.
«The Birth of Buddhism», docudrama 52’, FRANCE 2. Broadcasted: TV5, HD Channel, Histoire.
DOCUMENTARIES :
« A nomadic Buddhism », documentary 26’, FRANCE 2.
«The Fast Path, Ermits of the Himalaya», documentary 26’, FRANCE 2.
«A Valley between Two Worlds «, documentary 52’, FRANCE 2.
PRODUCTION COMPANIES : PIGMENTS / SESAMA
Founded in 2000, SESAMA Production mainly develops author ﬁlm projects, both short movies
and feature ﬁlms, bringing a new vision of the subjects. The company also provides consultation
services for digital cinema around the RED and EPIC cameras (co-productions, technological
innovations, technical, post-production, colour science, DCPs...). PIGMENTS Films is now dedicated to World cinema projects.
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