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Cong Py
the lostfighters of Viét Nam

a film by Lam Lé

On the eve of the Second World War, 20 000 Vietnamese people were recruited in
French Indochina and forced to come work in French weapon factories. Mistaken for
soldiers, they were stuck in France after the defeat in 1940; during the Occupation,
these workers — who were called “Cong Binh” — were left at the mercy of the Germans
and lived like pariahs. Wrongly accused of betraying their native Viet Nam, they were
all great followers of Ho Chi Minh and rooting for the Independence in 1945. The film
follows around 25 survivors in Viet Nam and in France. They tell us today what their
everyday life in a colonized country was like.
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