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Chloé is a short film I wrote and made 
after encounters with teenagers in several 
agricultural schools in Gers, with the 
support of the General Board for Culture 
in Occitanie and of the Gers Department 
Council . Meeting with these youngsters 
who have difficulties at school or fail 
in their studies urged me to write this 
story, based on what they said, so as to 
understand and reveal what may hide 
within a teenager who drops out of school.

As the educational system seems to be 
unable to analyze and assess the behavior 
of violent students, I tried to imagine 
what could happen when a teenager 
is suspended or definitively expelled 
from school. Chloé is a fiction based on 
the story of a young girl I met at those 
meetings. I tried to understand what was 
behind her anger, mostly a  deep suffering 
coming from a family trauma. I decided 
then to imagine her story, to film what she 
might be feeling for the fifteen minutes 

SYNOPSIS

Chloé is said to be a dangerous girl to herself and to others. After 
another fight with a girl in her school she is definitely expelled.
On the day Chloe leaves, after saying goodbye to her best friend, she 
gets into her father’s car, on her way back home across the country-
side…
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after she was expelled.
Chloé is an experimental short film in 
which I made strong choices in the staging 
and the filming.
To stick to reality and to make the viewer 
share the feelings of my character, I 
decided to film without cutting off the 
camera, in a long continuous sequence. 
The technical challenge of a sequence-
shot was hard and risky. I had to think of 
the moves in the sequence-shot as well as 
the framing through the car-windows and 
reflections in the rear mirror. The scene is 
filmed in one sequence shot, the camera 
focuses on the young girl. I want to force 
the viewer to keep looking at Chloé, 
to feel her confinement, to share her 
situation. What the viewer sees is limited, 
framed, like Chloé’s life in her father’s car.
Beyond the technical challenge, with this 
sequence-shot I want to give place to the 
threat that increases along with the story. 
Not cutting off allows silences to be more 
important than dialogues. My character 
lives, we feel her fears, her doubts, her 
distress. The whole film focuses on her, 
confined to this semi-static space, echoing 
her confinement inside the car.
Chloé has nowhere to go, no choice but 
to be in the car with her father.
It was risk-taking and quite a challenge for 
the actress Ilys Barillot who was able to 
take on the part of Chloé, without a cut.
It is a confined world, with the Gers 
countryside seen through the car-
windows. The green meadows and 
peaceful fields contrast with the trauma 
experienced by Chloé. 	 I wanted to 
use the metaphor of the fatherly control 
upon a young girl which is so strong that 
it prevents Chloé from even trying to 
escape when her father stops for petrol. 
That’s the reason why I used the imaginary 
reflection of herself in the rear mirror, 
creating a cruel, yet real reflection of the 
mental confinement a family or family 
member can impose on  their own child.

I also chose to keep the father off-camera. 
Without a face, without an identity, his lack 
of presence makes him more threatening, 
more oppressive. We don’t know who he 
is nor what he intends to do. Only Chloé’s 
look guides us and makes him exist.The 
viewer is in the father’s seat, driving the 
car, in the very same place where the 
camera eye is, his voice coming from our 
seat, creating a feeling of appropriation, 
worry and reject. Not being seen he then 
becomes universal.
Grading the film was also important. 
With the photography director, Antoine 
Guibert, we tried to progressively fade 
the colors towards the end of the film to 
reflect Chloé’s perception of the world 
and of people as it  changes drastically 
during the car ride. Blaring light, dull 
colorless images, Chloé has lost all kind 
of optimism and is faced with a violent, 
absurd, sinister world from which there is 
no escape.
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