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An encounter.

One night, on a bridgt in Paris,
a chap is saved from his
suicide, against his will,

by a younglady,

os lost as he is.



Synopsis

One winter night, a young man wants to put an
end to his life rapidly. A young lady prevents him
from doingso.




Note by the film director
Claude Chamis

I have always been deeply interested in
the work of Bernard-Marie Koltes and |
believe there is something left from
Koltes and Patrice Chereau in this film,
in both characters, in turning a space, a
place, a city spotinto astage. ltis
obvious that the encounter like a clash
between the young man andthe
young girlis borrowed from ‘Quai
Quest'/ "West pier’, a play in which
several characters meet one night, on
a pier. For Koltes, the backgroundiis
omnipresent, crucial, determinant,
exactly asin my film.

With The chap on the river bank,
Iwantedto come back tothe
particular background of Gare
d’'Austerlitz river bank, which was a
place for homosexual encounters
between 1970 and 1990. | wantedto film
andrecordtraces of those days, to
recreate a place for hidden, unique
encounters withthe noise of everyday
life in the distance.

This filmwas born from a meeting with
Farid Deghiche who got deeply
involvedin the part. He managedto
instill freshness and spontaneityto this
disillusioned, worn out character. An
instinctive, fierce presence like afeline
or a night animal. In contrast, the
French-Polish actress Alicja Jablonska
was chosen for her kindness, her aura,
herslavic accent. The link between
themis that they are two human beings
lostin the night andthat perhapsthis
meeting will change their destinies.

The sung part gives a musical touch ina
typical French tradition.The song
softens the character butabove all it
plays down the draoma of the whole
fiction. I realized when using thissong
that I didn’'t want to filma drama. The
shooting was easy and fast, witha
reducedteam, to compose a smooth,
harsh andtense filmlike asongora
poem by Prevert. A filmhanging
between nostalgia and ultra
contemporaneity.
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