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One night, on a bridgt in Paris,
a chap is saved from his
suicide, against his will,

by a young lady,
as lost as he is.  

An encounter.



Synopsis

One winter night, a young man wants to put an
end to his life rapidly. A young lady prevents him
from doing so.

In the distance, the glimmers of Parisian life shine
through the boats.

In the lights of the street lamps, on the banks of the
river Seine, the chap and the young lady
exchange, she reassures him, they slowly get to
know each other…



Note by the  film director
Claude Chamis

I have always been deeply interested in 
the work of Bernard-Marie Kolte ̀s and I 
believe there is something left from
Kolte ̀s and Patrice Che ́reau in this film, 
in both characters, in turning a space, a 
place, a city spot into a stage. It is
obvious that the encounter like a clash 
between the youngman and the 
young girl is borrowed from ‘Quai 
Ouest’/ ‘West pier’, a play in which
several characters meet one night, on 
a pier. For Kolte ̀s, the background is
omnipresent, crucial, determinant, 
exactly as in my film.

With The chap on the river bank, 
I wanted to come back to the 
particular background of Gare 
d’Austerlitz river bank, which wasa 
place for homosexual encounters
between 1970 and 1990. I wanted to film 
and record traces of those days, to 
recreate a place for hidden, unique 
encounters with the noise of everyday
life in the distance. 

This film was born froma meeting with
Farid Deghiche who got deeply
involved in the part. He managed to 
instill freshnessand spontaneity to this
disillusioned, worn out character. An 
instinctive, fierce presence like a feline
or a night animal. In contrast, the 
French-Polish actressAlicja Jablonska
was chosen for her kindness, her aura, 
her slavic accent. The link between
them is that they are two human beings
lost in the night and that perhaps this
meeting will change their destinies.

The sung part gives a musical touch in a 
typical French tradition. The song
softens the character but above all it
plays down the drama of the whole
fiction. I realizedwhen using this song
that I didn’t want to film a drama. The 
shooting was easy and fast, witha 
reduced team, to compose a smooth, 
harsh and tense film like a song or a 
poem by Prevert. A film hanging
between nostalgia and ultra 
contemporaneity. 
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