


History adds that before or after dying he found 
himself in the presence of God and told Him:  

“I who have been so many men in vain want to 
be one and myself.” 

The voice of the Lord answered from a 
whirlwind: “Neither am I anyone; I have 

dreamt the world as you dreamt your work, 
my Shakespeare, and among the forms in my 
dream are you, who like myself are many and 

no one.”

JorGe LuIS BorGeS - “everything and Nothing”
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From dawn to after nightfall, a few 
hours in the life of Monsieur oscar, 
a shadowy character who journeys 
from one life to the next. He is,  
in turn, captain of industry, assassin, 
beggar, monster, family man...
 
He seems to be playing roles, 
plunging headlong into each part... 
but where are the cameras?
 
Monsieur oscar is alone, 
accompanied only by Céline, the 
slender blonde woman behind 
the wheel of the vast engine that 
transports him in and around Paris.
 
He’s like a conscientious assassin 
moving from hit to hit. In pursuit 
of the purely beautiful act, the 
mysterious driving force, the women 
and ghosts of past lives.
 
But where is his true home, his 
family, his rest?

SynoPSiS
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HIM
Jean, there’s something you don’t know.
Her
about you?
HIM
about us.



Monsieur MerDe
aglouglïa ! alk tsuet tsuet kerotût xeuhhi-vi aass ! 



“There is in my apartment a door 
that i had never noticed until now.”

/ You appear at the beginning of the film in a sort of prologue that is, more 
precisely and more literally, an overture. What gave you the idea of being 
physically on screen?

Leos Carax: I first had this image of a large, full cinema that is darkened for the 
film screening. But the members of the audience are completely frozen and their 
eyes seem to be shut. are they asleep? Dead?

The cinema audience seen from front on - something no one ever sees (apart 
from in the extraordinary final shot of “The Crowd” by King Vidor).

Then my friend Katia told me about one of Hoffman’s tales. The hero discovers 
that his bedroom opens via a hidden door into an opera house. Just as in this 
sentence by Kafka, which could serve as a preamble to any creative act: 
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/ What role did “Merde”, your contribution to the film “Tokyo!”, play in the conception 
of “Holy Motors”, where the Merde character is one of Denis Lavant’s avatars (if 
that’s the right term)? 

Leos Carax: “Holy Motors” was born of my incapacity to carry out several 
projects, all of them in another language and another country. They all ran into the 
same two obstacles: casting and cash. Fed up with not being able to film, I used 
“Merde”, which had been commissioned in Japan, as inspiration. I commissioned 
myself to make a project under the same conditions, but in France - come up with 
an inexpensive film, quickly, for a pre-selected actor. 

all of it made possible by digital cameras, which I despise (they are imposing 
themselves or being imposed on us), but which seem to reassure everyone.

“i call experience a journey 
to the limits of man’s potential.”

(Georges Bataille)

/ The idea of motors, motorization and the importance of machines is clearly 
expressed in the title and one of the underlying themes of the film. Was it the 
original idea behind the project or did it gradually take shape?

Leos Carax: There’s never any initial idea or intention behind a film, but rather 
a couple of images and feelings that I splice together.

For “Holy Motors”, one of the images I had in mind was of these stretch 
limousines that have appeared in the last few years. I first saw them in america 
and now every Sunday in my neighborhood in Paris for Chinese weddings. 
They’re completely in tune with our times - both showy and tacky. They look 
good from the outside, but inside there’s the same sad feeling as in a whores’ 
hotel. They still touch me, though. They’re outdated, like the old futurist toys of 
the past. I think they mark the end of an era, the era of large, visible machines.

These cars very soon became the heart of the film - its motor, if I may put it that 
way. I imagined them as long vessels carrying humans on their final journeys, 
their final assignments.

The film is therefore a form of science fiction, in which humans, beasts and 
machines are on the verge of extinction - “sacred motors” linked together by a 
common fate and solidarity, slaves to an increasingly virtual world. a world from 
which visible machines, real experiences and actions are gradually disappearing.

So I decided to begin the film with this sleeper who wakes up in the middle of the 
night and finds himself in his pajamas in a large cinema filled with ghosts. I instinctively 
called the man - the dreamer in the film - Leos Carax. and so I played him.

12

H o L Y  M o T o r S

13

H o L Y  M o T o r S



The Film’S PiTch? 
liFe.

The “moTor” oF The acTion? 
acTion.

The beauTy oF The acT

monSTerS

The story of a contract killer who has to carry out ten hits in a day. He works for 
the beauty of the act, so he has to be creative for each new crime.

The Film’S PiTch? 
liFe.

The “moTor” oF The acTion? 
acTion.

/ Who is Monsieur Merde? Is he a ghost who has appeared from the past? a 
workmate?

Leos Carax: Monsieur Merde is fear and phobia. Childhood too.
He’s the great post-9/11 regression (terrorists who believe in tales of virgins 

in paradise, political leaders rejoicing that they can finally make the most of 
their full powers, like all-powerful kids. and dumbfounded people, like orphans 
in the dark).

Monsieur Merde is the extreme foreigner: the racist immigrant.

/ Could Monsieur oscar have been played by anyone other than Denis Lavant?

Leos Carax: If Denis had said no, I would have offered the part to Lon Chaney 
or to Chaplin. or to Peter Lorre or Michel Simon.

/ Which garage are humans put away in when they’ve reached the end of their day? 
Do they have somewhere comparable to the place at the end of the film?

Leos Carax: Where humans park for the night - what we call “home”. But 
where is people’s real home? or is it better to live constantly on the move, as an 
explorer traveling over land and sea? But perhaps our real homes are, already, 
our computers?

“my God always places me 
among those i hate the most.”

In the sequence where DL’s body is covered in white sensors, he’s like a worker 
specialized in motion capture. Not so unlike Chaplin in “Modern Times” - except 
that the man is no longer caught up in the cogs of a machine but in the threads 
of an invisible web.

excerpts from an email interview with JeaN-MICHeL FroDoN
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Coitus rehearsals

The cybermonSTerS
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CÉLINe
are you ill?
MoNSIeur oSCar
I think I caught a cold killing the banker earlier on.



MoNSIeur oSCar
Trying to make us all paranoid?
THe MaN WITH THe BIrTHMarK
aren’t you already? I am. Very. For instance, I’ve always 
been sure I’d die some day.



THe DYING MaN 
Life is better, Léa, for in life there is love. 
Death is good, but there’s no love.



DeniS laVanT (monsieur oscar / banker / beggar woman 
/ motion capture specialist / monsieur merde / The father / 
The accordionist / The killer / The victim / The dying man /  
The man in the house)

Like cinema itself, Denis comes from the stage, the fairground and the circus. 
His body is sculpted like those of the athletes chronophotographed by Marey.  
and when I film this body on the move, I feel the same pleasure I imagine 
Muybridge felt watching his galloping horse.

leS acTeurS,
vus par leoS carax

26

H o L Y  M o T o r S

27

H o L Y  M o T o r S



ÉDiTh Scob (céline)
I had already filmed Édith in “Lovers on the Bridge”, but all that was left after editing 
were her hair and hands. So I owed her a real part. Édith is a woman-cinema, 
marvelous in the true sense of the word. also, the shadow of Georges Franju was 
already hanging over the project, so her figure, her face and her voice became 
essential. She became the film’s fairy godmother. ■

Kylie minoGue (eva / Jean)
until recently, all I knew about Kylie were her name and her 1990s’ duet with Nick 
Cave. and then Claire Denis mentioned her to me for a different project I was supposed 
to shoot in London. Kylie is purity itself. Shooting with her was the gentlest experience 
I’ve ever had on a set. ■

eVa menDeS (Kay m.)
I dreamed up the part of the model Kay M. for Kate Moss. We wanted to shoot a feature 
film in New York about the further adventures of Monsieur Merde, “Merde in uSa”.  
a kind of “Beauty and the Beast”. and then I met eva Mendes at a festival and we felt 
like shooting a film together. She is erotic and robotic at the same time. ■

ÉliSe lhomeau (léa / Élise)
Élise is a modern young woman, but if you slow her down, she seems as if she’s from 
a different era - the very origins of cinema. She is neither fresh flesh nor cannon fodder 
like too many “young actresses”. Her body and her eyes stand up to the camera. ■
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Jeanne DiSSon (angèle)

It was extremely hard to find a girl to play angèle. I was initially thinking of a 13 
or 14-year-old child, but Jeanne, who was only 10, was the only one who could 
accommodate all the changes the character goes through in the ten-minute scene. 
and in real life she’s funny. ■

michel Piccoli (The man with the birthmark)

I was supposed to play this character. But that would have confused matters; he is 
not the filmmaker but the “boss of the invisible cameras”. He’s a shadowy figure. 
We don’t know whether he is a producer, a sinister Secretary of the Interior or a 
big-time mafia boss. So I offered the role to Piccoli. The idea was that he would 
be unrecognizable and appear in the titles under a pseudonym, Marcel Tendrolo.  
He found that very amusing, but unfortunately word got out. ■

leoS carax

Director:
1984 - BoY MeeTS GIrL
1986 - MauVaIS SaNG
1991 - LoVerS oN THe BrIDGe 
1999 - PoLa x
2008 - ToKYo! (co-directed with Michel Gondry & Bong Joon-ho)
2012 - HoLY MoTorS

actor:
1987 - KING Lear by Jean-Luc Godard
1988 - LeS MINISTèreS De L’arT by Philippe Garrel
1997 - THe HouSe by Šarūnas Bartas
2007 - MISTer LoNeLY by Harmony Korine
2012 - HoLY MoTorS by Leos Carax
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aDDiTional muSic

“leT my baby riDe”

(r.L. Burnside / Tom rothrock)
adapted by Doctor L, elliot Simon 

and Quentin auvray
“how are you GeTTinG home?”

(ron Mael)
Performed by Sparks

“reViVre”

(G. Manset / G. Manset)
Funeral march (aDaGio molTo)

String Quartet N° 15 in e flat minor (op. 144)
(Dmitri Shostakovich)

GoDzilla, main TiTle

Sinking of Bingou-Maru

oriGinal SounDTracK

“who were we?”

(Neil Hannon - Carax and Neil Hannon)
Performed by Kylie Minogue

orchestrated and arranged by andrew Skeet
(orchestra: Berlin Music ensemble)
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Photos CaMILLe De CHeNaY © PIerre GrISe ProDuCTIoNS

caST

denis lavant • edith scoB . eva mendes • kylie minogue 
elise lhomeau • michel piccoli • jeanne disson

and
leos caRaX • nastya goluBeva caRaX • Reda oumouzoune • zlata contorsionniste 
geoffRey caRRey • anaBelle deXteR jones

crew

Director and Screenplay LeoS Carax • photography CaroLINe CHaMPeTIer 
aFC, YVeS CaPe afc sBc • editor NeLLY QueTTIer • sound erWaN 
keRzanet, katia Boutin, josefina RodRiguez, emmanuel 
CroSeT • make-up and hair design and supervision BerNarD FLoCH • sfX 
make-up JeaN-CHrISToPHe SPaDaCCINI, DeNIS GaSTou • set design  
FLorIaN SaNSoN • costumes aNaïS roMaND afcca • assistant director 
JuLIe GoueT • production DIDIer aBoT • continuity MaTHILDe ProFIT  
Post-production manager euGÉNIe DePLuS • cybermonster design DIaNe SorIN 
Datamoshing JaCQueS PerCoNTe • visual effects director THIerrY DeLoBeL 
VFx supervisor aLexaNDre BoN • vfX producer BéRengèRe dominguez 
3D supervisor oLIVIer MarCI

a French-German coproduction PIerre GrISe ProDuCTIoN / THÉo FILMS / 
aRte fRance cinéma / pandoRa film / WdR-aRte • With the participation 
of CaNaL + and the CeNTre NaTIoNaL Du CINÉMa eT De L’IMaGe 
aNIMÉe With the support of the euroPeaN uNIoN MeDIa ProGraMMe,  
the rÉGIoN ILe-De-FraNCe and the ProCIreP / aNGoa, FFa MINI TraITÉ, 
medienBoaRd BeRlin BRandenBuRg • in association with soficinéma 8 
and Wild Bunch • distribution in france les films du losange
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“Do you hear the war cry that men hurl 
into the face of the future,
challenging it to strife?”

(Leonid andreïev)
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