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Ady, a 13 years old boy, no longer listens to 
his father who raises him alone. The latter, 
running out of resources, decides to entrust 
Ady to his uncle Amadou for the summer.

Uncle Amadou and his family live on the 
other side of the Mediterranean sea... 
in Burkina Faso! There, at 13 years, one 
must become a man but Ady, persuaded 
to go on holidays, understands things 
differently...

Synopsis



Director’s statement
 
 Ady is a teenager. He is of mixed race. France is 
his home country but his skin is dark, it is the color he 
inherited from his father. But, in more profound 
terms,  where does it really come from?
 Wallay relates the quest for identity which Ady , 
whether he likes it or not, will have to resolve. 
Wallay focuses on the moment of upheaval, 
the instant when a life can turn upside down. It 
is almost a coincidence that brings about this 
change, a sudden decision taken abruptly by his 
father. The film uses the approach of a voyage of 
discovery to dissect the upheavals of the main 
character. Through his journey, the viewer will 
recognize the search for identity to which we are 
all confronted at some point in our lives. We need 
to know where we come from and understand 
what makes us whom we are what we are made 
of so as to reconcile these elements, if necessary, to 
live our present more fully.
 Ady is multi-faceted. And Wallay shows diversity 
as a source of richness, a source of growth 
and of better understanding among people. 
Throughout the world, and particularly in 
Frane, sectarianism is becoming more wide-spread 
day after day, and this movie does not seek to 

oppose the main character’s two cultures. It is not a 
matter of comparison. On the contrary, Ady is going 
to realize that the ideal place does not exist, what 
counts most is to know where we really come from. 
The film follows the character’s progression towards 
reconciliation as he gradually finds a way not to be 
a stranger anywhere.
 Wallay is a drama comedy and it is through this 
comedy that the journey of the film’s main character 
becomes all the more touching. The contrasting shift 
in worlds experienced by Ady is shown in a light 
tone and atmosphere but the confusion it causes 
in him also reflects more profound changes. 
Confronted with his differing roots, dealing with 
various challenges, he will come to question his 
knowledge, his certitudes  and to accept customs 
hidden within his being. This will lead him to 
envisage his capacity to adjust to a society he 
belongs to without having realized it. That is the story 
of Wallay, the story of a growing-up, mixed-race 
French teenager who loses himself in Burkina and 
finds out who he really is.

       Berni Goldblat
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Hillside Crowd has been selected in more than 50 
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