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€€ Each one of us, even the smallest and the most insignificant, has been shaken
in the depths of his being by the almost unceasing volcanic eruptions of our European
earth. | know of no pre-eminence that | can claim, in the midst of the multitude, except this:
that as an Austrian, a Jew, an author, a humanist, and a pacifist, | have always stood at the
exact point where these earthquakes were the most violent. 99

(Stefan Zweig,“The World of Yesterday™)



SYNOPSIS

The years of exile in the life of Stefan Zweig, one of
the most read German-language writers of his time,
between Buenos Aires, New York and Brazil.

As a Jewish intellectual, Zweig struggles to find the
right stance towards the events in Nazi Germany,
while searching for a home in the new world.



HisTOrRICAL BACKGROUND

*28.11.1881 in Wien
+23.2.1942 in Petrépolis

Austrian-Jewish writer. In the thirties, Zweig
alongside Thomas Mann was the most widely read
and most translated German author. After the
National Socialists came to power his books were
banned in Germany and later in Austria. Emigrated
to London in 1934. From 1940 until his death in
1942, he lived mainly in Brazil, where in 1942 he and
his wife, Lotte, took their own lives.

NOTABLE WORKS:

[911  Burning Secret [Brennendes Geheimnis]

1922  Letter From an Unknown Woman [Brief einer Unbekannten]

1927 Decisive Moments in History [Sternstunden der Menschheit]

1929  Joseph Fouché [Joseph Fouché. Bildnis eines politischen Menschen]
1939  Beware of Pity [Ungeduld des Herzens]

1941  Brazil, Land of the Future [Brasilien. Ein Land der Zukunft]

1942  Chess [Schachnovelle]

The World of Yesterday [Die Welt von Gestern. Erinnerungen eines Europders]



Abrahio Koogan (* 1912 in Bessarabien, today
Ukraine; T 27.9.2000 in Rio de Janeiro)

Zweig's Brazilian publisher of Jewish/Russian
heritage and his close friend and advisor. Organised
Zweig's first trip to Brazil in 1936 and made him the
most widely read foreign language writer in Brazil.

José Carlos de Macedo Soares (* 1883;1 1968)
Brazilian foreign minister, member of the Brazilian
academy of literature.

Claudio Justiniano de Souza (* 1876; 1 1954)
Brazilian doctor, writer and chairman of the
“Academia Brasileira de Letrass* and the Brazilian
PE.N.-Club.

Samuel Malamud (* 1908)
Brazilian lawyer of Jewish/Ukranian heritage and
close friend of Abrahao Koogan.

Alzira Vargas (* 1912)
Daughter of the Brazilian President, Getulio Vargas.

Antonio Aita (* 1901)
Argentinian secretary of the PE.N.-Congress in
Buenos Aires.

Joseph Brainin (* 1895 in Vienna; 1+ 1970 in New
York)

American-Jewish journalist of Austrain heritage, son
of the Hebrew and Yiddish language writer, Ruben
Brainin. He unsucessfully tried to push Zweig to a

clear condemnation of the Nazi regime during the
PE.N.-Congress in 1936.

Emil Ludwig (* 25.1.1881 in Breslau; 1 17.9.1948 in
Ascona)

German writer and biographermoved to Switzerland
in 1906, lived in California from 1940. Repeatedly
referred to himself as Zweig‘s competitor.

Charlotte (Lotte) Zweig, born Altmann (* 5.5.1908
in Kattowitz; T 23.2.1942 in Petrépolis) German
Jew from Frankfurt, began as Zweig’s secretary in
London,from 1936 his lover and finally in September

1939, his second wife. She voluntarily took her own
life with him in 1942.

Vitor d’Alemeida (* 24.7.1914 in Salvador; T
14.2.1983 in Brasilia)

Brazilian writer and journalist who gained recognition
through his diary on his travels with Zweig.



Friderike Maria Zweig (* 4.12.1882 in Vienna; T
18.1.1971 in Stamford, Connecticut, USA)

Austrian writer and translator, married to Stefan
Zweig from 1920 to 1938. Emigrated in 1938 first to
France then after a dramtic flight over the Pyrenees
and Portugal, reached New York in 1940. Started the
“Writers Service Center* which supported displaced
writers in 1943 after Zweig's suicide, and then in
1954 began the “American-European-Friendship-
Association.” Honorary President of the “International
Stefan Zweig Society.”

Alice (Alix) Stork, (* 1907;1 1986)

Friderike Zweig's daughter from her first marriage
with Felix Edler von Winternitz. Met Stefan Zweig at
the age of 7.

Susanna (Suse) Hoeller (*1910 in Wien; + 1998 in
Marathon, Florida, USA) Friderike Zweig‘s daughter

from her first marriage with Felix Edler von Winternitz.

Met Stefan Zweig at the age of 3.

Karl Hoeller

Photographer and husband of Suse. Wedded in
Mantauban, France while fleeing. Emigrated to the
U.S.A. with his wife and mother-in-law.

Benjamin Huebsch (* 21.3.1876 in New York; T
7.8.1964 in London) American-Jewish publisher and
friend of Stefan Zweig, vice-president of the legendary
New York publishing company Viking Press, that
published the great German language writers in exile
like, Zweig, Lion Feuchtwanger and Franz Werfel.

Ernst Feder (* 18.3.1881 in Berlin; T 29.3.1964 in
Berlin)

German-Jewish writer and journalist, head of
“Berliner Tageblatt“ until 1933, after which he exiled
to Paris where his friendship with Stefan Zweig
intensified. A Petropolis resident with his wife, from
1941, where he worked successfully as a journalist.
Returned to Berlin in 1957, where he lived in
obscurity until his death in 1964.

Ana de Oliveira Alvarenga (* 1901)
Zweig's housekeeper in Petrépolis. She discovered
the pair, lifeless, in their bedroom on 23.02.1942.

Paulina Koogan
Russian-Jewish heritage, wife of Abrahao Koogan.

Gabriela Mistral (* 7.4.1889 in Vicuna, Chile;
10.1.1957 in Hampstead, New York)

Chilean writer and consulate in Brazil, friend and
neighbour of Stefan and Lotte Zweig during their

last months in Petropélis. Nobel Prize for literature
in 1945.

José de Morais Rattes (* 1896)
Police commissioner in Petropolis.

Dulce and Antonio Morais
Married couple employed by Stefan and Lotte Zweig
as gardeners.

Mario Pinheiro (* 1890)

Doctor and forensic scientist in Petropolis. He
officially confirmed the deaths of Stefan and Lotte
Zweig.

Leopold Stern (* 1886)

Romanian author who wrote in French. Emigrated to
Brazil in 1940 and became an active PE.N. member.
Published his reflections on Zweig’s suicide in his
book “A morte de Stefan Zweig.“



Maria Schrader, who is born in Hannover in 1965, co-directs Dani Levy’s film The Giraffe (1998). The first film
she signs on her own is Love Life, which is shot in Israel in 2007 and based on Zeruya Shalev’s novel with the
same title. The film premieres at the Festa del Cinema in Rome in 2007.

She starts her acting career as a student at the Staatsschauspiel Hannover and subsequently studies at the
Max Reinhardt Seminar inVienna. Maria Schrader works with directors such as Margarethe von Trotta, Doris
Dorrie, Hans W. Geissendorfer, Peter Greenaway, Rajko Grilic and Agnieszka Holland. In 1999, at the Berlinale,
she receives the Silver Bear for Best Actress in Aimée & Jaguar by Max Farberbock. Recently, she thrills
television audiences in the award-winning and internationally renowned series Deutschland 83 (2015).

Stefan Zweig, Farewell to Europe is her second feature as director.
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