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1979. albertine, 10 years old, and all her relatives have gathered 
in the family house in brittany for their grandmother’s birthday. 
all believe the Sky lab, a piece of a naSa rocket, will fall on their 
heads that summer. this reunion turns out to be a crazy week-
end of revelations, love and singing...

SynopsisSkylab (litterally lab in the sky) was the first 

american space station. it was launched the 14th of 

may 1973 and disintegrated itself over the indian 

ocean the 11th of july 1979 entering the atmosphere. 

many little parts fell on the west side of australia but 

not in France as some expected it.



Interview with
Julie Delpy

How do you go from a film like THe 
COUNTeSS to Le SkyLaB?
i have always had a rather eclectic taste in film, 
since i like Santa claus is a Stinker just as much as 
Fanny and alexander! and i equally enjoy pasolini, 
godard, Woody allen, Douglas Sirk, leo mccarey 
and Spielberg. What i like is being able to work with 
truly different genres. i would now like to make a 
science-fiction film and a thriller.

When did you start wanting to recount 
your childhood memories from the 
summer of 1979?
i started working on it in 2003. From the onset, i 
didn’t want a classical narrative thread but very 
colorful and intriguing characters in order to tell 
the story with very few dramatic elements. For me, 
you can express very powerful things with simple 
moments from everyday life, when hardly anything 
happens. therefore, i was attached to the idea of 
staying with this little girl’s point of view as well as 
her memories while striving to keep the spectators 
interested through the tensions existing between 
the characters. i would like to specify that the film 
is not entirely autobiographical: i invented several 
characters, such as uncle hubert, who reminded 
me of certain italian films.

Where did the movie’s title, Le Skylab, 
come from?
i wanted to talk about a family reunion over which 
hangs a threat, the Skylab, which ends up falling 
very far from where they are but which is ever 
present throughout the film. it is important to 
albertine because everything could be destroyed 
– her childhood, her family, her first pangs of 
love, etc. in a certain way she undergoes another 
cataclysm: she falls in love and leaves childhood 
behind. i also liked the idea of confusing genres by 
making a comedy about a family with a title better 
suited for a science-fiction film!

The characters’ depiction, including 
that of the supporting roles, is fantas-
tic. What was the process of creating 
them?
it is very important, for me, that they all have 
an existence and a depth to them. When i imagi-
ned them in the scenario, my thoughts went back 
to pre-war French cinema, in which supporting 
roles often were thoroughly written. i tried to give 
them texture and substance, whether it be the two 
somewhat uptight cousins or the pervert on the 
train.

We readily think of the Italian come-
dies from the ‘70s and ‘80s.
i love italian cinema from this era – and particu-
larly viva italia! – which is filled with an unbelie-
vable life energy: people have rows and discuss 
politics all while playing poker and drinking! 
it’s great because it gives you the possibility to 
address serious subjects without stepping out of 
the comedy genre.

The family is a space for gathering but 
also for various forms of oubursts.
yes, because within this family – just as politically 
involved a mine! – there are both left-wing intellec-
tuals who love brassens, Ferré and barbara, and 
others who listen to Sardou, claude François and 
Dalida. you need to keep in mind that the film takes 
place in 1979, just as the left was uniting, two 
years before the presidential election, which was 
already in every conversation. this said, i didn’t 
want to have a manichean approach to left-wing 
and right-wing people because i feel this kind of 
judgment is very pernicious.

Some of the characters’ views are 
somewhat radical, especially when it 
comes to death penalty.
at the end of the ‘70s, the left scared a lot of people 
because it hadn’t been in power for a long time and 
people feared they would form an alliance with the 
communists. in reaction to that, right-wing people 
had become more radical on questions such as the 
former colonies or, indeed, the death penalty.





Regardless of their background, 
women strongly voice their opinion.
most of these women are strong women who are 
not pushovers. in 1979, the sexual revolution had 
already happened and even housewives knew they 
no longer had to shut their trap! although their 
husbands are sometimes hard on them, they cer-
tainly aren’t dominated by them.

The sheep’s point of view vis-à-vis the 
guests is rather amusing. 
it embodies the wise man’s point of view: the sheep 
can only contemplate philosophically as its offs-
pring is being eaten by these “gauls”! as it is, in 
the film the adults are the wild ones while the kids 
are more down to earth than their elders: albertine 
is the one who reflects on death and who, with her 
cousins, cheers up uncle hubert. i am very fami-
liar with this, for my parents’ generation was far 
wilder than mine.

you didn’t find it a bit frightening to 
direct the actors in a choral film?
it was monstrously messy, but we had so much fun! 
We filmed in brittany, so everyone was staying at 
the same hotel and soon all kinds of bonds were 
tied. on the set, the actors were happy to be there 
and be together. it is essential, for me, that the 
actors be happy. i hate tension and conflicting rela-
tionships while shooting.

How did you choose the actors?
i organized a lot of meetings between actors to see 
how the film’s “couples” would work. For instance, 
aure atika and jean-louis coulloc’h made a rather 
unusual couple that i found interesting. there 
was also noémie lvovsky and candide Sanchez, 
who come from very different backgrounds. once 
you’ve found this alchemy, it is as though a charm 
were operating.

How did you direct them?
i am more interested in the actual behavior of the 
characters than in their psychology. this is why i 
wanted eric elmosnino to have a very tender and 
paternal relationship with his daughter, although 
this is not necessarily how he had first envisioned 

the character. i told him he was the kids’ uncle 
and godfather and i encouraged him to take 
them in his arms, to kiss them. obviously, since 
he’s an actor who instantly grasps what you 
expect from him, it made my work much easier. 
and he brought his warmth and affection to the 
kids, which sets the tone for the character.

all the actors have become one with 
their character.
this also has to do with the way they “look”. i 
worked a lot on each character’s clothing style 
with the head costume designer, pierre-yves 
gayraud. it is really important because eve-
ryone expresses who he or she is through the 
way they dress. in the same vein, the actors’ 
body language, the way they hold a cigarette 
or move their hands, or even their hair style 
reveals a lot about who they are. this is how 
actors create and shape their character.

and casting the children?
i devoted a lot of time to that because it was a 
fundamental element of the film. i had the kids 
come back countless times, here again to make 
sure they worked well together. i also held a cas-
ting session in brittany.

We have the feeling that it was a very 
cheerful, very luminous shoot…
it was the case, even though we only had six 
weeks to shoot and several of the actors were 
shooting other films at the same time. this com-
plicated logistics required some juggling! but 
there was this terribly contagious good humor 
on the set and it nourished the film.

Did you know that you were going to 
play in the film?
When i wrote the film, my part was a smaller 
one, that of aunt clémentine, the school teacher. 
but by the time the film made it into production, 
several years later, i found myself being the age 
my mom was at the time Skylab happened. i 
therefore decided to portray her on screen. it’s 
probably a way of honoring her.

How did you tackle the photography 
angle?
i called upon lubomir bakchev, with whom i had 
already worked for 2 days in paris. he’s someone 
i really like because he controls the frame and is 
therefore really close to the actors: he doesn’t have 
an overblown ego, he is very grounded and very 
reassuring – which is something i need because i 
tend to get stressed out! i wanted the light to be 
bright, cheerful, and solar, to reflect the joy emana-
ting from the film shoot and the characters.

How did you choose the music?
i worked with a musical supervisor and i only used 
music that was “in”. i was particularly careful 
with the “dance” in order to convey the feeling that 
we’re dancing along with this young girl when she 
dances a ‘slow dance’ and falls in love for the first 
time. i chose “ni trop tôt, ni trop tard” by jeanne 
moreau, which i liked so much when i was little. 
the rest are mainly songs hummed or sung by the 
characters.

the interview took place in paris in april 2011.



julie Delpy is the daughter of albert Delpy and marie pillet, both stage actors. 
When she was 7, she appeared in François barat’s feature film, civil WaRS 
in FRance. the critics and the public quickly took interest in her with the 
parts she played in the films by jean-luc godard (Detective) and leo carax 
(baD blooD). She was truly revealed at the age of 17 in beatrice, a medieval 
epic directed by bertrand tavernier. her reputation soon crossed borders, 
leading her to work for directors as different as volker Schlöndorff (voyager), 
agnieszka holland (euRopa euRopa) or kieslowski (thRee coloRS: blue, 
White, ReD).

although she played many parts in big productions, julie Delpy has remained 
attached to independent cinema. She moved to los angeles in 1994 to take 
part in the filming of Roger avary’s thriller, killing zoe, which was followed 
by other television and film roles.

in the ‘80s, she took acting classes at the actor’s Studio in new york, then 
learned directing at the tisch School of the arts (new york university). 
in 1995, she played the part that made her famous in Richard linklater’s 
beFoRe SunRiSe, and reunited with the director and her co-star, ethan 
hawke, nine years later for a second opus, beFoRe SunSet. the film earned 
Richard linklater, ethan hawke and julie Delpy an oscar nomination for best 
screenplay. in 2001, she played Dr. kovac’s fiancée in seven episodes of the 
tv series eR.

She also started writing her own screenplays, made an album and directed 
several film shorts. in 2007, she wrote and directed 2 DayS in paRiS, a 
romantic comedy in which she played the leading role. the film was presented 
in berlin; it received the henri langlois prize as well as a cesar nomination. 
in 2009, she directed and played in the counteSS, based on her scenario 
about countess bathory.

le Skylab is her first choral film; it was filmed in brittany, in the place 
where she grew up. 

She then went to new york to shoot 2 DayS in neW yoRk, scheduled to be 
released in 2012.

She now shares her life between los angeles and paris.

Julie Delpy
biography

Julie Delpy - anna
Selective filmography

Director, screenplay
2012 2 DayS in neW yoRk (in post-production)
2011 le Skylab
2009 the counteSS 
2007 2 DayS in paRiS 
2002 looking FoR jimmy  

actress
2012 2 DayS in neW yoRk
2011 le Skylab
2009 the counteSS
2007 2 DayS in paRiS
2006 the hoaX by lasse hallStRÖm
 the legenD oF lucy keyeS by john StimpSon
2005 bRoken FloWeRS by jim jaRmuSch 
2004 FRankenStein (television film) by kevin connoR
 beFoRe SunSet by Richard linklateR
2002 looking FoR jimmy
2001 eR (tv series)
 Waking liFe by Richard linklateR 
 intimate aFFaiRS by alan RuDolph 
1999 but i’m a cheeRleaDeR by jamie babbit 
1998 cRime anD puniShment (téléfilm) by joseph SaRgent 
 l.a. Without a map by mika kauRiSmäki
1997 an ameRican WeReWolF in paRiS by anthony WalleR 
1996 tykho moon by enki bilal 
1995 beFoRe SunRiSe by Richard linklateR 
1994 killing zoe by Roger avaRy 
 thRee coloRS – ReD by krzysztof kieSloWSki 
 thRee coloRS – White by krzysztof kieSloWSki 
1993 youngeR & youngeR by percy aDlon 
 the thRee muSketeeRS by Stephen heRek 
 thRee coloRS – blue by krzysztof kieSloWSki 
1991 voyageR by volker SchlÖnDoRFF 
1990 euRopa euRopa by agnieszka hollanD 
1987 king leaR by jean-luc goDaRD 
 beatRice by bertrand taveRnieR 
1986 baD blooD by leos caRaX 
1985 Detective by jean-luc goDaRD





eric elmosnino - jean
Selective filmography

2012 tÉlÉ gaucho by michel lecleRc
2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 WaR oF the buttonS by yann Samuell
2010 gainSbouRg: a heRoic liFe by joann SFaR
 césar for best actor
2009 FatheR oF my chilDRen by mia hanSen love
 paRk bancheS by bruno poDalyDÈS
2008 SummeR houRS by olivier aSSayaS
2007 actReSSeS by valeria bRuni teDeSchi
2001 FReeDom olÉRon by bruno poDalyDÈS
1999 liFe DoeSn’t ScaRe me by noémie lvovSky
1994 colonel chabeRt by yves angelo

      aure atika - linette
    Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 WoulD i lie to you? 3 by thomas gilou
2009 copacabana by marc FitouSSi
2008 maDemoiSelle chambon by Stéphane bRizÉ
 nominated in 2010 for a césar in the best supporting actress category
2007 veRSailleS by pierre SchoelleR
2006 ill WinD by Stéphane allagnon
 la vie D’aRtiSte by marc FitouSSi
2005 oSS 117 by michel hazanaviciuS
 hey gooD looking! by lisa azueloS
2004 the beat that my heaRt SkippeD by jacques auDiaRD
2003 caSh tRuck by nicolas boukhRieF
 thRee Dancing SlaveS by gaël moRel
2002 miSteR v. by emilie Deleuze
2000 WoulD i lie to you? 2 by thomas gilou
1999 poetical ReFugee by abdel kechiche
1998 une vie De pRince by Daniel cohen
1997 long live the Republic by Éric Rochant
 gRÈve paRty by Fabien onteniente
 bimbolanD by ariel zeitoun
1996 WoulD i lie to you? by thomas gilou
1991 Sam SuFFit by virginie thevenet

Noémie Lvovsky - monique
Selective filmography

actress
2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 houSe oF toleRance by bertrand bonello
 pRÉSumÉ coupable by vincent gaRenq
2009 copacabana by marc FitouSSi
 the FRench kiSSeRS by Riad SattouF
2007 actReSSeS by valeria bRuni teDeSchi
2005 backStage by emmanuelle beRcot
2004 kingS & queen by arnaud DeSplechin
2003 FRance boutique by tonie maRShal
2001 my WiFe iS an actReSS by yvan attal

Director
2007 let’S Dance
2003 FeelingS
 louis Delluc prize
1999 liFe DoeSn’t ScaRe me
 jean vigo prize – Silver leopard at the locarno Festival
1994 oublie moi

Bernadette Lafont - mamie
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2009 meet the eliSabethz by lucien jean-baptiSte
2008 bRoken engliSh by zoe caSSaveteS
2006 i Do by eric laRtigau
1999 nothing about RobeRt by pascal bonitzeR
1994 peRSonne ne m’aime by marion veRnouX
1987 maSkS by claude chabRol
1985 the huSSy by claude milleR
1974 out 1: SpectRe by jacques Rivette
1973 the motheR anD the WhoRe by jean euStache
1972 une belle Fille comme moi by François tRuFFaut
1970 eliSe, oR Real liFe by michel DRach
 la FiancÉe Du piRate by nelly kaplan
1965 the Sleeping caR muRDeR by costa gavRaS
1961 WiSe guyS by claude chabRol
1960 the gooD time giRlS by claude chabRol
1959 À Double touR by claude chabRol
 le beau SeRge by claude chabRol





emmanuelle Riva - mémé
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2008 the gReat alibi by pascal bonitzeR
1999 venuS beauty inStitute by tonie maRShall
1993 thRee coloRS: blue by krzysztof kieSloWSki
1984 the eyeS, the mouth by marco bellochio
1970 the moDiFication by michel WoRmS
1967 RiSky buSineSS by andré cayatte
1964 thomaS the impoStoR by georges FRanju
1962 theReSe by georges FRanju
1961 lÉon moRin, pRieSt by jean-pierre melville
1959 hiRoShima, my love by alain ReSnaiS
1958 the poSSeSSoRS by Denys De la patelliÈRe

Vincent Lacoste - christian
Selective filmography

2012 aStÉRiX anD obÉliX by laurent tiRaRD
2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 De l’huile SuR le Feu by nicolas benamou
 loW coSt by maurice baRthÉlemy
 au biStRo Du coin by charles nemeS
2009 the FRench kiSSeRS by Riad SattouF

Sophie Quinton - clémentine
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 poupoupiDou by gérald huStache mathieu
 pRÉSumÉ coupable by vincent gaRenq
2007 angel oF mine by Safy nebbou
2003 lightWeight by jean-pierre ameRiS
2002 Who killeD bambi? by gilles maRchanD

Valérie Bonneton - micheline
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2010 little White lieS by guillaume canet
2008 SummeR houRS by olivier aSSayaS
2005 you aRe So beautiFul by isabelle meRgault
2003 FRance boutique by tonie maRShall
2000 leS DeStinÉeS by olivier aSSayaS
1998 jeanne anD the peRFect guy by jacques maRtineau
1996 love etc. by marion veRnouX

Denis Ménochet - Roger
Selective filmography

2011 leS aDoptÉS by mélanie lauRent
 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2010 Robin hooD by Ridley Scott
 lily SometimeS by Fabienne beRthauD
 the RounD up by Rose boSch
2009 ingloRiouS baSteRDS by quentin taRantino
 coco beFoRe chanel by anne Fontaine
2008 love me no moRe by jean beckeR
2007 la vie en RoSe by olivier Dahan
2006 the pink pantheR by Shawn levy
2005 la mouStache by emmanuel caRRÈRe

Marc Ruchmann - loulou
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
 laRgo Winch ii by jérôme Salle
2010 the touRiSt by Florian henckel von DonneRSmaRck
2009 aSheS anD blooD by Fanny aRDant
2003 Five timeS tWo by François ozon





albert Delpy - uncle hubert
Selective filmography

2012 2 DayS in neW yoRk by julie Delpy
2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2010 mammuth by gustave keRveRn & benoît Delepine
2007 2 DayS in paRiS by julie Delpy
2005 beFoRe SunSet by Richard linklateR
1999 SachS’ DiSeaSe by michel Deville
1996 RiDicule by patrice leconte
1994 colonel chabeRt by yves angelo
1990 the haiRDReSSeR’S huSbanD by patrice leconte
1987 tanDem by patrice leconte
1986 miSS mona by mehdi chaReF
1976 the tenant by Roman polanSki

Michèle Goddet - Suzette
Selective filmography

2011 pRÉSumÉ coupable by vincent gaRenq
 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2009 maDemoiSelle chambon by Stéphane bRizÉ
2006 a comeDy oF poWeR by claude chabRol
1999 c ’eSt quoi la vie? by François DupeyRon
1998 the School oF FleSh by benoît jacquot
1990 eveRy otheR WeekenD by nicole gaRcia

Luc Bernard - joseph
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2007 the houSe by manuel poiRieR
2003 Ruby & quentin by Francis vebeR
1998 michael kael by christophe Smith
1994 leon: the pRoFeSSional by luc beSSon
1991 FoRtune eXpReSS by olivier Schatzky
1989 WinteR oF 54: FatheR pieRRe by Denis amaR
1985 l’amouR pRopRe by martin veyRon
1982 maman que man by lionel Soukaz
1980 my ameRican uncle by alain ReSnaiS

Candide Sanchez - gustavo
Selective filmography

2011 le Skylab by julie Delpy
2008 let it Rain by agnès jaoui
2003 le biSon by isabelle nanty
2002 aSteRiX anD obeliX meet cleopatRa by alain chabat
2001 all about love by jean-François Richet
1998 the viSitoRS ii by jean-marie poiRÉ

Jean-Louis Coulloc’h - Fredo
Selective filmography

2011  le Skylab by julie Delpy
2010 living on love alone by isabelle czajka
2007 the key by guillaume niclouX
2006 laDy chatteRley by pascale FeRRan
1995 ciRcuit caRole by emmanuelle cuau





lou alvaRez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .albeRtine
julie Delpy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .anna
eric elmoSnino . . . . . . . . . . . . . .jean
aure atika . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .aunt linette
noémie lvovSky  . . . . . . . . . . . . .aunt monique
bernadette laFont . . . . . . . . . . .mamie
emmanuelle Riva . . . . . . . . . . . . .mÉmÉ
vincent lacoSte . . . . . . . . . . . . .chRiStian
marc Ruchmann . . . . . . . . . . . . .uncle loulou
Sophie quinton . . . . . . . . . . . . . .aunt clÉmentine
valérie bonneton . . . . . . . . . . . .aunt micheline
Denis mÉnochet . . . . . . . . . . . . .uncle RogeR
jean-louis coulloc’h  . . . . . . . .uncle FReDo
michèle goDDet . . . . . . . . . . . . . .aunt Suzette
luc beRnaRD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .uncle joSeph
albert Delpy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .uncle hubeRt
candide Sanchez  . . . . . . . . . . . .uncle guStavo
lily Savey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SiSSi
chloé antoni  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .valÉRie
maxime jullianD . . . . . . . . . . . .pieRRe
Félicien moquet . . . . . . . . . . . . . .jean-luc
antoine yvaRD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .philippe
anne-charlotte moquet  . . . . . . .catheRine
angelo Souny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .henRi
léo michel-FReunDlich . . . . .RobeRt
noah huntlez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .jonathan

Cast

With the participation of karin viaRD in the role of albeRtine as a grown-up.

Family tree - July 1979



Screenplay and Directing . . . . . . . . julie Delpy
producer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . michael gentile
associate producer . . . . . . . . . . . . . lauraine heFtleR
production manager . . . . . . . . . . . . pascal bonnet
First assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jérôme boRenStein
Set manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bertrand giRaRD
casting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stéphane batut
casting (children) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . elsa phaRaon
Director of photography . . . . . . . . . lubomir bakchev
Sound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . michel caSang
Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . yves FouRnieR
costume designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pierre-yves gayRauD
head costume designer  . . . . . . . . . cristina miRete
makeup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . marie laStennet
post-production manager . . . . . . . . isabelle moRaX
image editing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . isabelle Devinck
Sound editing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . alexandre WiDmeR
mixing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stéphane thiebault
music supervision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . matthieu Sibony

a  production by the Film maRS FilmS FRance 2 cinÉma tempÊte SouS un cRane pRoDuction
with the participation of canal+ cinÉcinÉma

with the support of la RÉgion bRetagne
in association with SoFica coFicup-backup FilmS aRte/coFinova 5 SoFicinÉma 7 manon 

coFimage 22 cinÉmage 5
in partnership with the cnc.

Crew
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