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Following an accident on a set, a director tries to pick up the pieces of reality. Gradually, it appears 

that its only subject is that he perpetually returns to his lost love. 
SYNOPSIS 



  

Where does the idea come from?   

The film comes from a difficulty sometimes experienced personally: how to differentiate between fiction and real life ? It is complicate both for an 
actor or a director. Thus, the actor Daniel Day Lewis, who is an adept of the « Method Acting », which means getting in a character’s skin, made the 
cruel experience during his last film, Phantom Thread. Not being able to get out of the depression of his character, he ended his career. Nausica 
tells the story of a man lost in his fiction. 

Why is this character surrounded by so many female characters? 

Mark is like Odysseus with the mermaids in Homer’s epic poem the Odyssey. They represent both life and death, love and depression and test his 
vitality by putting him in danger. In the film, behind each of the women lies the pursuit of Mark’s single love : Nausica. Keaton’s need for love is as 
pathetic as it is human.  

Why Sicily ?  

I have visited countless wonderful places throughout Italy, but none like this villa lost between the sea and the volcano Etna. Luigi Comencini and 
Ennio Morricone had stayed there and a French-Italian family lives there.Some unconscious energy was atrtacting me. Sicilians are saying it is due 
to the Etna smoke. This can be also due to the insular nature or mythological history.  

And why China ?    

China represents the pursuit of an unattainable dream for Mark, and for me. In Beijing, I had met three beautiful actresses for the role of Nausica. 
Despite my lack of knowledge of Mandarin, I was impressed by their talent and I felt close to them. The film tells the story of an artistic quest that 
is not limited by geographical borders. I was also looking for bridges between Mark’s thoughts and the actual making of the film. 
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We have heard that the subject is madness ? 

Madness is a difficult state to tell in a credible way, the real 
madness being radical, dangerous, unpredictable. But a script 
consists precisely in foreseeing. The whole principle of the 
film consists in encouraging the emergence of true madness, 
but also in being able to confront it, so that it does not 
prevent the film. The actors did an incredible job of getting 
under the skin of their characters. Often we were close to 
losing control, a necessary risk. Because the goal is not only 
to tell the viewer a story of madness, but to make him live 
intimately. Fortunately, in reality, we never lost control 
completely. The days were hard, cold, short, and the 
characters were vivid, sometimes frightening. But we held on 
until the last minute, and that was thanks to a tight-knit team 
that was used to the ordeal. A week before our arrival, an 
earthquake and an eruption shook Etna violently. Despite the 
fact the irruption was written in the script, the real volcano 
was crazier than the written one. But it was the easiest 
element of madness to deal with.  

What difficulties have you encountered? 

Nicola Nocella joked on the set: « Normally boats, children 
and animals are not allowed on a shoot. And we have them 
all here! Even the dog is a Great Dane! » But these factors of 
instability formed a foundation of adversity that made us 
forget that this was a fiction. Once, Danil Vorobiev asked me 
if his character could jump into a threatening 12-degree sea 
with currents. We had no way to secure the place. Danil 
reproached me for my refusal, but we were taking enough risk 
without having to put our real lives in danger. 





BIOGRAPHIES 

Stefano CASSETTI 

Stefano Cassetti was discovered at the Cannes Festival, Official Selection, in 2001, starring as lead main role in Roberto Succo by Cedric Kahn. Born 
in Brescia, Italy, he lived for many years in Paris. He now lives in Berlin. During his international career, he has worked with the most recognized 
directors sur as Valeria Tedeschi Bruni (The Summer House), François Ozon (Young and Beautiful). Like Mark’s character, Stefano speaks many 
languages and his work as designer makes him very creative. In May 2020, he plays one of the main role in the international series on Netflix, Into the 
Night. 

Manal ISSA 
Manal Issa is a French-Lebanese actress. After studying science, she was spotted on Facebook and began her career with the lead role in Danielle 
Arbid’s Parisienne. I met Manal during the 2018 Cannes Film Festival while she had a lead role in the film My Favorite Fabric by Gaya Jiji. The film 
was in the section « Un Certain Regard » at the Festival, and in 2022, THE SEA AHEAD by Ely Dagher at the « Quinzaine des Réalisateurs » in Cannes 
Festival. In December 2022, NETFLIX launches THE SWIMMERS where she plays the main role. The film turns quickly in a strong critics and audience 
success, as it becomes during its launch the N°2 most viewed film in the world, and N°1 in France, Germany, Portugal and Mexico.  

Danil VOROBIEV 

Danil Vorobiev is a Moscow actor. He was nominated for the Award for Most Promising Actor at the 2015 César Awards for his role in Eastern Boys. 
He currently plays alongside Gilles Lellouche and Johanna Kulig in KOMPROMAT by Jérôme Salle. Danil also played a main role in a very important 
serie HAPPY END.  

Margaux CHATELIER 

Margaux Chatelier began her career as a dancer at the Paris Opera. After studying at the national Conservatory of Dramatic Arts in Paris, she played 
the female lead in Aurore by Niels Tavernier and Belle and Sebastian (1, 2, 3) by Nicolas Vanier. More recently, she played a role in the miniseries De 
Gaulle, l’éclat et le secret produced by France Télévisions.  





Nicola NOCELLA 

Nicola Nocella is an Italian actor who graduated from the Centro Sperimentale di Cinema, the oldest European film school. He was nominated 
David Donatello 2017, for the film EASY in the Best Actor Category. 

Anita CHUI 

Anita Chui is an actress, model and influencer from Hong Kong. After being an entertainer for the Chinese record label and management 
agency Sun Entertainment Culture for years, she played in 2014 the lead role in the film Spicy Police Overlord Flower. 



Charles GUERIN SURVILLE - BEABIA FILMS - Director & Producer 

Charles Guérin Surville is a French film director. After a career in the international development of start-up companies, Charles Guérin Surville 
wrote a novel called Do you like your job? He founded the production company of feature films in 2010 and directed his first film, MAE WEST, a 
short film adapted from a novel by Dan Fante, with Olivier Marchal and Cécile Cassel. He then directed  in 2017 his first long feature, LA 
SINCÉRITÉ, starring Jeanne Damas, Charles Pépin, Jacky Terrasson. The film, selected in a dozen international festivals, won the « Best Director » 
Award at the Siena International Film Festival and the « Best Film » Award at the Castelli Romani Festival in Rome in October 2020. FOLLIA is his 
second feature film.  
Filmography : 2010 MAE WEST - 2020 SINCERITY - 2023 MADNESS 

Luc PAGÈS - Cinematographer 

Luc was the director of photography for Eric Rohmer (A TALE OF WINTER, A TALE OF SPRING). He likes to find a filmic device for each film. In 
FOLLIA, he installed a fluid and light photographic device, without aesthetic compromise, to capture the winter atmosphere of Sicily and the 
convolutions of history. 

 Marco SPOLETINI - Editing 
Graduated from the Experimental Center of Rome, Marco Spoletini started editing fictions with Matteo Garrone. He was awarded the David 
Donatello for Best Editing for DOGMAN 2019 and the Nastro d´Argento for Best Editor for Pinocchio 2020. While viewing the rushes of  FOLLIA, 
Marco saw a film about loneliness, between rigor and freedom, also governed by the instinct and emotion of the viewer. 

Jacky TERRASSON - Music Composer 

Jacky Terrasson is one of the leading international jazz pianists, considered to be among the 10 most famous living pianists, after Keith Jarrett and 
Bard Meldau. He has signed 13 albums with Universal, on the prestigious Blue Note label. His 13th album, 53, includes two tracks composed for 
LA SINCÉRITÉ, Charles Guérin Surville’s previous feature and MADNESS.  
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