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SYN OPS I S

G ab , a young slacker from a wea lthy Parisian
family, fa lls passionate ly for Le ila , a beautiful
French Arab law student deep ly engaged in the
strugg le of illega l immigrants. The ir love grows,
desp ite a ll opposition from a soc ie ty that w ill do
everything in its power to keep them apart... 

CAST

Le ila Bekhti Le ila
Benjamin S iksou G abrie l
C éc ile C asse l A lexandra 
Marie-Sohna C ondé Tina
C hanta l Lauby Va lérie
N icolas Briançon Brice
D janis B ouzyani Momo
Martine G omis Ka ïna
Emir Seghir Agib
Renaud Asteg iani Ange lo
Se lim C layssen Soule iman
Math Samba F idè le
G ladys G amb ie G lawdys
Abe l Jafri Abde llatif
Che ïna C orrea Lafaure Sa lly
Zohra Bena li Zhora

CREW

D irector Audrey Estrougo
Screenplay Audrey Estrougo & Juliette Sales
In collaboration with A line Méhoue l
DP Guillaume Schiffman - AF C
Editor Sophie Re ine
Sound Cyril Moisson
Mix Emmanue l C roset
Costume Designer Emmanue lle Youchnovski
Art D irector Bertrand Se itz – A .D .L
Choreographer G ladys G ambie
1st Assistant D irector Thomas Trefoue l
C asting Marion Touitou
Continuity C é line Breuil
Line Producer S ina Frifra
S tills Photographer Jean-Marie Leroy
O riginal Music Baptiste Charvet
Production Manager Samue l Amar
Executive Producer Christine de Jeke l
Producers O livier De lbosc

Marc Missonnier
Coproduced by W ild Bunch
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DIR ECTOR’S INTE NTION N OTE

Musical: Theatre genre mixing comedy, singing
and danc ing, accompanied by live music . 

I have ana lysed this de finition for a long time , from
my perspec tive as a young film maker, committed
to a quasi-naive doctrine where cinema can only exist
when it is fed by rea l life . I’ve often told myself that
this notion of pure entertainment that is a musical
could only take me away from my convic tions. But
no one ever told me that an author couldn’t both
enterta in and convey a message , so I just went 
for it...

Musical according to A. Estrougo: C inema genre
where comedy, dance and music are mixed to
create a charged , hard-hitting and absolute ly
contemporary picture of our soc ie ty.

My story w ill be first and foremost politica l, but not
just politica l. The storylines of musica ls are built 
on a c lassic dramatic framework: the love story.
From W E ST S I D E STO RY to M O ULI N R O U G E ,
musica ls have been rooted in passionate and
impossib le love stories. That’s certa inly the case
here when G ab , a child of privileged Parisian
soc ie ty, mee ts Le ila , a beautiful g irl from the rough
18 th arrond issement. The ir conflic ting worlds w ill
collide and confront each other, the be tter to
accept each other in the end . My story’s second
insp iration comes from politica l commitment –
around this whirlpool of love , the terrib le rea lity of
illega l immigration and deportation rises. There is
a lso the question of soc ia l injustice and exc lusion.

I do not deny that I consider c inema to be a
serious and use ful med ium, much more than just
enterta inment, and I regard this film as a tool for
re flec tion and assessment of a situation. 

The story’s ma in concern is the future , and it brings
toge ther a ga laxy of charac ters that bear w itness
to our world today. Younger and older charac ters
revolve around G ab and Le ila: A fricans, Arabs,
Parisian bourgeois... a rea l portra it of a multicultura l
and multirac ia l Paris.

The Music.

It seems to me that the music , the film’s heart,
must both carry and sub limate the story’s amb itions.
I chose covers of French standards. It a llowed me
both to reach a far greater number of peop le by
appea ling to the ir collec tive unconsc ious, and to
expand the ‘second degree ’ aspec t of the film. 
I was free to make multip le a llusions, to take risks
when using certa in ‘sacred ’ lyrics that might be
old-fashioned and uncool to some . We have covers
of songs by Kha led , Françoise Hardy, M, C laude
François, Joe Dassin, N ino Ferrer, Jacques Bre l,
Miche l Berger...

What be tter tool to illustrate France than a we ll-
protected heritage in desperate need of rejuvenation?

The arrangements are fa ithful to the tone of the
film: urban pop, with African and Eastern undertones
and a sp lash of e legance .

I want this film to make the aud ience dream as we ll
as think, sing as we ll as dance . To startle as we ll
as dazzle . A ll in a ll, a true work of c inema .

- Audrey Estrougo



FILM OG RAPHI E S

AU D R EY  E STR OUG O
NAYAN (work in progress) - Screenp lay
R E G AR D E-M O I - D irec tor & Screenp lay 
IAM, E N C O R E U N PR I NTE MP S (Documentary for C ana l +) - Screenp lay

LEILA B E KHTI
2009 TO UT C E Q U I B R ILLE G éra ld ine NAKA C H E & Hervé M IMRAN

LE C O S E C H E R E STAN O G ianluca Maria TAVAR ELLI
2008 A PR O P H ET Jacques AU D IAR D

C annes F ilm Festiva l - G rand Jury Prize
M E SR I N E , PU B LI C  E N E MY N UM B E R 1 Jean-François R I C H ET

C ésar - B est D irector & B est Actor
2007 D E S P O U PÉE S ET D E S AN G E S Nora HAMD I
2006 PAR IS J E T’AIM E G urinder C HADAH
2005 S H E ITAN K im C HAP IR O N

B AD FAITH Roschdy Z E M

B E NJAM IN S IKS OU
2009 À B I CYC LETTE (short) Jean D O U C H ET (starring C laude C habrol, 

Xavier B eauvois, Jean Douche t)
2007 DAD DY C O O L François D E SA G NAT & Thomas S O RR IAUX
2007 LAR G O  W I N C H Jérôme SALLE

CÉCILE CAS S EL
2008 B AR B AR O S SA Renzo MARTI N ELLI

EX Fausto B R IZ Z I
YO U ’LL M IS S M E Amanda STH E R S
N U IT B LE U E Ange LE C C IA

2007 MY LAST F IVE G IRLFR I E N D S Julian KE MP
TH E F IR ST DAY O F TH E R E ST O F MY LI F E Rémi B E ZAN Ç O N

2006 LE S AM O U R S D ’ASTRÉE ET D E C ÉLAD O N Eric R O H M E R
2005 O  J E R U SALE M E lie C H O U RA Q U I
2004 F O O N Les Q uiches

MA VI E E N L’AIR Rémi B E ZAN Ç O N
2003 NAR C O Tristan AU R O U E & G illes LELLO U C H E

H EAD I N TH E C LO U D S John D U I G AN
EVE RYB O DY IS A K ILLE R Dominique D E R U D D E R E

2002 W ITH O UT H E R Anna D E PALMA
2001 LA B AN D E D U DR U G STO R E François ARMAN ET
2000 ALIVE Sandrine RAY



S OUN DTRACK

P O U R U N FLIRT AVE C  TO I 
Performed by Benjamin S iksou 
Lyrics by Miche l De lpech 
Music by Roland Vincent 
© Warner Chappe ll Music France – 1971
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

LE TE M P S D E L’AM O U R 
Performed by Le ila Bekhti - Marie-Sohna C ondé
- C hanta l Lauby
Lyrics by Luc ien Morisse-André Sa lve t
Music by Jacques Dutronc
© Ed itions Musica les ALP HA
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

TO UT LE M O N D E 
Performed by G ladys G amb ie 
(Zazie / arr. : P. Jacone lli - C . Voisin) 
© Larsen Sarl 
by kind permission of Universa l Music Vision
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

LA B O N N E ÉTO ILE 
Performed by Le ila Bekhti - Benjamin S iksou 
(Matthieu C hed id/ Jérôme G olde t)
© Labo M Ed itions / DR
by kind permission of Labo M Ed itions and 
Jérôme G olde t 
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

ET S I TU N ’EXISTAIS PAS 
Performed by Le ila Bekhti - Benjamin S iksou
- C éc ile C asse l 
Lyrics by V. Pa llavic ini
Music by T. Cutugno and P. Losito
French adaptation by P. De lanoe
© Ed izioni Curc i Srl / Asso Ed izioni
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

U N AUTR E M O N D E 
Performed by Marie-Sohna C ondé - Sandra Nkaké 
(J. L. Aubert / J. L. Aubert – L. Bertignac
– R . Kolinka – C . Marienneau)
© Ed itions Té léphone Musique 
by permission of Universa l Music Vision
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

LAIS S E PAS TRAÎN E R TO N FILS
(Fabrice G uion-F irmin, Bruno Lopes, 
D id ier Morville)
© 1999 E M I MU S I C  PU B LIS H I N G  France SA  /
AUTH E NTIK PU B LIS H I N G  / D ELA B EL E D ITI O N S                  
by permission of AUTH E NTIK PU B LIS H I N G ,
D ELA B EL E D ITI O N S and E M I MU S I C
PU B LIS H I N G  FRAN C E S .A . A ll rights reserved .

J’ATTE N DRAI 
Performed by C éc ile C asse l 
(Holland/ Dozier/ Holland/Konyn)
© STO N E A G ATE
by permission of E M I MU S I C  PU B LIS H I N G
France S .A . A ll rights reserved .
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

S AUVE R L’AM O U R
Performed by Emir Seghir 
Lyrics and Music by Danie l B a lavoine 
© Warner Chappe ll Music France and 
Universa l Music Pub lishing
(C ata logue: Les Ed itions Musica les B icyc le) 1985
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 

Q UA N D O N N ’A Q U E L’AM O U R
Performed by Le ila Bekhti - Benjamin S iksou 
Martine G omis - G ladys G amb ie - Se lim C layssen 

(J. Bre l)
© Les Ed itions Trop ica les / Les Ed itions 
Jacques Bre l 
by permission of Universa l Music Vision
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms

C O P S
(SLY Johnson)
Pub lished by Universa l Music Pub lishing 
(p) 2010 F idé lité F ilms 


