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SYNOPSIS 

To seduce a young actress, Louise, Jean decides to shoot a film. He takes some people along in this adventure: two muses, a famous jazz 

pianist, a philosopher and a brainy neuroscientist. Day by day, the team imagines the script of the film. 

But soon, feelings, emotions, and creativity start to overshadow the characters they are all supposed to play…  

As if sincerity requires fiction to arise. 





INTERVIEW      
CHARLES GUERIN SURVILLE 

Where did you get the idea for this project? 

I got the idea in Los Angeles, when I was working for the actress Paz de la Huerta as her driver, assistant and reader for her role in Dream of 
Summer Night with Ted Levine. We were by a swimming pool and at some point, Paz looked me straight in the eyes and told me: « You, you 
are sincere. I know that! » She looked serious. I did not understand what she meant. But that’s how I got the idea for this film. 

Where do these characters of philosopher and pianist come from ?  

The character of the philosopher came from the conferences of Charles Pépin, that I had been filming for years. His metaphysical 
improvisations on the stage of the Mk2 Cinema reminded me of Alvy Singer’s one-man-show in Annie Hall.  
I got the idea of the pianist after working with Jacky Terrasson for my medium film Mae West, an adaptation of one of Dan Fante’s novel.  

How did you come to make films ?   
Writing my first novel and a career ininternational start-up development led me on this path. A film has many similarities with a start-up: it 
requires a team of high profile professionals, able to take risks, to go fast to create the best possible product, the viewer being the final 
customer, wheter French, Italian, or American… 

Were there a script ? What is the part of writing or improvisation ? 

I can't answer, it's up to each person to find what they are looking for and to make up their own mind. 



 



There is the question of « the film within the film »… 

In Day for Night, Truffaut shows the difficulties of making a film staging himself. In Sincerity, the difficulties arose for real during the shooting, 
mostly unexpected. For example, every morning, I woke up with new bug bites. It was like a skin rash from my character following some love 
affair! Some directors forbid make-up. In our case, everyone was responsible for his wardobe and his image. The absence of a make-up artist, 
in addition to increasing our speed, allowed us to forget the camera and live our characters. That said, Jeanne Damas launched her own 
brand, Rouje, and the French fashion designer Isabel Marant lent us 13 pieces that were a huge help. The hardest part was getting them 
back after the film shoot! 

What difficulties have you encountered? 

The first one was to gather our team from New-York, Helsinki, Toulon, Paris, in the middle of the summer. A bit like in an international 
production. The first evening, before nightfall, we all arrived pretty tired. The Cinematographer Mikäel Lubtchansky made a camera test and 
it turned out to be one of the first scenes of the film… 

This film is based on a paradox, isn't it? 

Yes, or how do you truly let yourself go without totally lose your balance? What happens to our characters is fiction, but it allows us to reach 
an important part of ourselves. In my case, defending a director’s character falling madly in love with an actress interested me deeply, without 
it being (sadly!) reality. There were times when I really let myself go. The worst thing is that I wa sometimes believable! Many people would 
have run away from this necessary dose of danger. Here, the characters adapted. The film could have been called Fragility. In any case, a 
very beautiful star was shining on us. It remained to discover its meaning. Alice Moine, the editor, was our second star…    
    

What about Jeanne Damas? 

During casting calls, the brightness of her temperament amazed me. If I managed to play this character of Jean, a director crazy about his 
muse, it is because she inspired me with faith. It is thanks to this general faith that the film was possible.  The faith of Jeanne, Charles, Jacky, 
Manon, Charleyne, Annika, Mikaël, Corentin, Alice, Loïc, Rodney, Jean-Batiste. Actually, the film could also have been called « Faith »! 





BIOGRAPHIES 

 



Jeanne DAMAS 

Jeanne Damas plays Louise, an aspiring actress. 

Jeanne Damas is an actress, model, fashion designer, blogger and influencer, with over 1.4 millions of followers on instagram. She is a 
symbol of French fashion and lifestyle, and the typical example of the French self-made-woman. At 18, she was already posing for the fashion 
magazine Purple. She becomes a Gucci Ambassador in 2015. In 2016, she launched her ready-to-wear brand, Rouje.  
In 2017, she plays a journalist of Elle Magazine in the Guillaume Canet’s feature film Rock&Roll. Her book, A Paris, written with the journalist 
Lauren Bastide, was released in 2017.  

Charles PEPIN 

Charles Pépin plays Guillaume, a philosopher who lies to himself. 

Charles Pépin is a writer and a philosopher. He is one of the most widely translated French authors in the humanities. He is the author of the 
novel "La Joie" and a trilogy of philosophical essays: "Les Vertus de l'échec", "La Confiance en soi", and "La Rencontre ». 
He regularly gives lectures and writes a column in Philosophie Magazine. For the past ten years, he has also led a philosophy seminar at the 
MK2 cinema theatre in Paris. 
In 2020, he launched a podcast on Spotify called "Charles Pépin: a practical philosophy", with a 30-minute podcast on a philosophical 
question every week.  



Jacky TERRASSON 

Jacky Terrasson plays Jimmy, an instinctive jazz pianist. 

Jacky Terrasson, the most widely travelled of all jazz pianists, is the “piano player of happiness”, according to Telerama magazine in France. 
He started to learn the piano when was 5 and after studying classical piano in school, he began to study jazz, in particular with Jeff Gardner. 
In 1993, after he wins the prestigious Thelonius Monk Award, he begins touring with Betty Carter. 
This Franco-American national has made prestigious collaborations, with greats such as Dee Dee Bridgewater, Dianne Reeves, Jimmy Scott, 
Charles Aznavour, Ry Cooder… 
The New York Times Magazine introduced him in 1994 as one of the 30 under 30, that is to say one of the 30 artists most likely to change 
American culture in the next 30 years. 

Manon PALMER 

Manon Palmer plays Alma, a young singer observing life. 

Manon is a French American singer and songwriter. She began her career at The Voice, France. Her first album was launched through the 
American record label Capitol Records, under the name Palmer.  
She is studying neurosciences and music at McGILL University, in Montreal.  



Charleyne BIONDI 

Charleyne Biondi plays Diane, a sharp neuroscientist. 

Charleyne Biondi is a doctoral student in political theory at Columbia University (New York) and at CEVIPOF-Sciences Po in Paris. She holds 
an MPhil in political science from Columbia University. Her doctoral research focuses on the political history of digital technology and the 
regimes of truth that have accompanied its development, from the cybernetics of the 1950s to the surveillance capitalism of Google. 

Annika STENVALL 

Annika Stenvall plays Mia, an epicurean photographe. 

Annika Stenvall is a French-Finnish-Swedish interpreter and translator, a fashion model and an actress. She plays an army nurse in the film and 
miniseries by Aku Louhimies, The Unknown soldier. 
She currently works on a Master's in French-Finnish interpretation and translation at the University of Helsinki.  

Charles GUERIN-SURVILLE 

Charles Guérin Surville plays Jean, a completely lost director. 

After writing the novel Do you like your job? published by Hachette Littératures, Charles Guerin Surville had a career in developing start-ups 
internationally. In parallel, he began directing and producing films. Sincerity is his first long feature. His second long feature, Follia, will be 
released later this year. 
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