PRISON
A place of imprisonment and punishment. Refuge of the strays, a place of fantasy in which « Scarface » meets « A Prophet » and where the walls reek of testosterone.
Prison.
An extreme state of life in which individuals are stripped naked, facing themselves in a violent and crude truth. A closed space where middle ground does not exist.
BUT WHAT ABOUT WOMEN PRISONS ?
As often in our society, the common reaction towards  « female criminality » is surprise, if not undertone incredulity : « They are not capable of criminal activities, which are proper to man in his triumphal masculinity. ». It's not only the police cars that are unmarked, so are the clichés.
Actually, women are often pushed to the background, if not ignored.
But what do we trully know about these women convicts ?
Do their thirst for power and violence, same as their male counterparts ? Between Fantasy and clichés, who are they really ? Do they all belong in prison ? What is Justice’s take on these wounded women ?
I was lucky enough to meet these women, whose paths were out of the ordinary. For eight months, I hosted a writing workshop in the Fleury-Mérogis prison.
There, I realized that prison is, above all, about humanity. I learned what tolerance and solidarity mean. Their humanity swept away every prejudices incessantly gobbled down our throats on delinquency, violence and prison itself.
Simultaneously, the idea kept growing in me that, nowadays,  injustice is, above all, social and not racial. Thus find themselves in prison the forgotten, the marginals, the weak, the unlucky and the poor. These women wear the scars of our society and made me feel more than ever the duty to do this film.
My goal here is to draw a portrait of the contemporary woman and to question her place in our society, without ever leaving the prison walls. More than a criticism of the carceral system’s deviances, the notion of humanity prevails.
What I’m interested in are the convicts, as well as the wardens who share by their sides an unordinary everyday life.
Far from the manichaean tales that we are used to see in films, I want to show how these women are locked up together. They share their joys and sorrows, their hopes and disillusions. I wanted to give substance to the wardens, hence the cast choice based only on the humanity of the actresses. For it is above all a question of human relationships, and not of power play. In spite of the darkness imposed by the penitentiary world, I want to make a bright film in which every character will be sublimated, whether they are inmates or wardens.
Nonetheless, I do not consider Jailbird as a prison themed film with no depth as, on the contrary, I thrive on the ambition to reflect on our society through these women. Prison is an ideal narrative pretext to show and stage our deviances and failures. I wrote this story and thought out the cast in respect of this logic. Here everything intertwines and every detail tells the mistakes of our history, of our justice, of our society. For in the end, it is this history that makes us, and I want, between those walls, to achieve the most acute reflection there is, though a harsh, sober and penetrating direction, as in two of my previous films « Regarde moi » and « Une histoire banale »,
I want to create a testimony film out of this story, without concessions, and raise questions such as «  What is the goal of prisons nowadays ?», «What is the place of women in our society ? ». Ultimately, far from its male equivalents, Jailbird is a film about women that make the world and the society that destroys them. 
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